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respective members.” Parents who are already awake to their duties f eeB 
strongly the need of more knowledge. “ Speaking generally, all of us parents 
who are really anxious about our children are forced to feel that we want 
more knowledge than we possess for the adequate discharge of our duties as 
parents. How may this knowledge be gamed ? In two ways. We parents 
must be ready to leant from those who have made education in one or other 
of its many aspects their special study. And again, we parents must help 
one another and be ready to receive help one from the other. A great deal 
of knowledge is to be gained as parent meets parent in friendly and serious 
discussion. Now the Parents’ Union system, as I understand it, exists for 
the purpose of enabling its parent-members to gain the needed knowledge,, 
and in the two ways I have spoken of.” Parents’ Unions should tend 
directly to the prevention of disease, sickness, sin, and irreligion. “ There 
are ‘Mothers’ Unions’ and ‘Parents’ Unions’ as a recognised part of the 
Diocesan machinery in nearly a dozen of the Dioceses of my own State 
Church of England.” “ The exceedingly great importance of the movement 
from a social point of view has been recognised, and the ‘ Parents’ National 
Educational Union,’ which, insisting merely on ‘a religious basis,’ is open 
to all, is gaining ground rapidly.” “ What we want to see is a number of 
Parents’ Unions growing up in all directions— alike in general principles, 
differing in details of methods and rules. It will be the work of the Pro- 
visional Committee (which you will be asked to appoint) to promote their 
formation in every possible way.” “ We may hope that the Provisional 
Committee will be replaced by the Council of a great central Society with 
its branches everywhere.” “ It will, I think, find a ‘ constitution ’ ready to 
hand in that which two years ago was formulated by the Parents’ 
National Educational Union of England.” Mr. Jackson concluded his 
address by reading the ‘‘Rules and Principles” of the P.N.E.U. The 
Provisional Committee was duly formed, consisting of Professor Mac- 
Cullum, A. B. Weigall, Esq., the Revs. Principal Kinross, J. W. Debenham, 
Dr. Kelynack, W. Mathison, J. Fordyce, T. G. Owens Mell, C. J. Prescott 
J. D. Langley, H. L. Jackson, and F. W. I. Harrison, Esq. 
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CHILDREN’S PRAYERS. 

By the Bishop of Wakefield. 

There can be nothing more important in the training of 
‘Children than to teach them the habit of prayer. But before 
they can learn the habit they must understand the meaning of 
prayer. I suppose most children, who have had any teaching at 
all in religious .matters, would tell you that prayer is speaking 
to God , but I think a very large proportion of such children 
probably have a very imperfect conception of what this really 
means. They no doubt “ say their prayers,” but that is not 
necessarily praying. The very first thing they must have most 
•clearly and definitely pressed upon them and fixed in their 
minds is the truth that they are not really praying unless they 
feel that they are speaking to God and that God is listening to 
them. It is a vast gain, a long step in the religious life, when 
they have once realised this; when, in othei voids, pia\ei 
become a real thing to them, and not a mere empty oim - 
am speaking now of quite little children, an am sure 11 
lesson can be taught very early. One has constant evidence of 
the way in which quite little children do realise »hat Ptaye 
in the petitions, often raising an inward sm.le no doubt, . »h,c 
many a mother hears her little one utter as rt says tt . baby 
prayers at her knee. Perhaps I ought to have gone ere, further 
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back and to have urged the necessity of creating in the opening- 
mind of the little child a sense of the existence, and of the 
omnipresence, of God, as well as of His love and of His wisdom. 
But I suppose any mother who cared at all for her child’s true 
interests would begin with this. The child’s prayers, I need 
hardly say, should be very simple, quite shoit, and such as the 
child would naturally wish to pray. And the parent should 
make sure that every word is thoroughly understood, for it is. 
strange what curious mistakes little children will often make in 
the meaning of the simplest word. Very simple children’s 
hymns are very valuable additions to prayer, but here even- 
more care is needed to guard against mistakes in the meaning. 
I once knew a little girl who interpreted the line, “ All that 
stained my soul this day ” of “ blackberries and bilberries,” and 
I have known several who understood “ The grave as little as 
my bed ” as equivalent to “ The grave no bigger than my bed • ” 
and I could easily multiply examples of similar childish mis- 
takes. But I will tell one much prettier story to illustrate the 
truth that a very little child can enter into the sense and 
meaning of prayer. Such a little child was once taken up to 
the top of the Malvern Hills, and was so lost in wonder at the 
beauty of the scene, that, after standing quite silent a little 
while, she whispered, “ Mother, may I say my prayers ? ” 

But now we must remember that children will grow bigger, 
ano, as they do so, the parents’ task becomes more difficult* I 
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very young ch, Id can understand this in its simplest form, and I 
know well how a mother’s gentle loving question at nigh, a, to 
anything wrong done through the day, with the confessing 
to God of the wrong recalled, may be the beginning of a habit 
of self-examination which will prove a life-long blessing I am 
always afraid of long lists of questions. First of all they are 
seldom used with any great care, and generally they are apt 
to minister to some little self-satisfaction, since many of the 
questions will not touch any individual case. It is much better 
to let the child select (or to select for it) two or three of the 
faults it is most liable to, and to train it to question itself as to 
these particular faults before making its nightly confession to 
God. 

Perhaps it may be useful to point out that the child’s 
morning prayer should consist of praise and thanksgiving, 
prayer for safety from sin and danger, intercession, and the 
Lord’s Prayer ; while the evening prayer should consist of self- 
examination and confession, prayer for protection through the 
night, intercession, and the Lord’s Prayer. To these I would 
add a very simple morning and evening hymn, of which a good 
choice will be found in Mrs. Carey Brock’s Children’s Hymn- 
book (S.P.C.K.). 

Let me only once more press upon parents the enormous 
importance of this subject. I cannot exaggerate that importance. 
Until there is real prayer there is not the first foundation of the 
Christian life. As Charles Montgomery says, “ Prayer is the 
Christian’s vital breath ” — that is, the soul can no more live 
without prayer than the body without breathing. Oh, parents, 
do teach your little ones to be real with God. He does not ask 
them to be long on their knees, but He does ask for real prayer, 
and not sham prayer. It is a terrible thing to offer shams to 
the God of truth ; and the prayer uttered by the lip, but not 
spoken by the heart, is a sham prayer. God help us all to be 
more real in prayer ourselves, and then we shall know better 
how to teach our children to pray. 


